EDITORIAL

The society is coming of age*

P.H. Quanjer™*

nce the European Society

‘hysiology (SEPCR) was

aciety met jointly with the
SEP in Pans and it did not seem appropriate to
celebrate the anniversary then. However, on the occa-
sion of the Society’s 21st congress and at the start of
the life of its mew journal it is appropriate and
opportune to review the past, the present and the
future of the Society. Let us first briefly go back 21
years.

The European Society was founded in Prague in
1966, by Professors Daum, Ourednik and Sadoul.
The founders of the Society put into effect the dream
of one scientific society for the whole of Europe,
without political, linguistic or other barriers, a Society
to further the ievel of respiratory medicine with
~hyious benefits to patients. The founding fathers
..-re all scientists involved in everyday medicine,
often encountering questions for which no answers
were yel available. This concept is imprinted on our
Society; to promote rescarch of the highest level
which not only satisfies our curiosity into the nature
ol biological riddles but also provides answers to
problems in everyday life. The practical way in which
the founding fathers achieved their goals has been a
cornerstone of the success of the Society. They
created working groups led by respected schotars
lunctioning under the umbrella of the Society.
Groups of scientists with a common interest met in
relative seclusion, with sufficient time for both in-
depth discussions and personal contact, often leading
to longlasting [riendships. The SEPCR [lunctions as a
Society of clinical and basic specialists regardless of
political and other barriers. This is an asset to our
Socicty which we treasure, nuriure and will defend.
The founding fathers had the vision and drive to
achieve all of this, and Europe owes them a great
debt.

Apart from cofounding the Society, Professor
Sadoul has contributed in a diflerent, extremely impor-
tant and practical way. In order that scientific re-
scarch bears fruit in clinical application and further
research, the results need to be accessible: ‘one should
not hide one’s light under a bushel’. With greai
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foresight he lounded, and lor years managed and
edited the ‘Bulletin de Physiopathologie Respira-
toire’, shortly afterwards renamed the ‘Bulletin Euro-
peen de Physiopathologie Respiratoire’, but com-
monly known as the Bulletin. It became a leading
European journal on respiratory pathophysiology,
and attracted an ever increasing flow of original
manuscripts and review articles.The proceedings of
the ‘Entretiens de Physiopathologie Respiratoire’
which Professor Sadoul organised so successfully at
Nancy were reported. The Bulletin was the unofficial
journal of the Society for many years through publi-
cation of work presented at meetings of the Society
and its working groups, by printing absiracts of
congresses, and by providing spacc for agendas and
announcements. When time came, he entrusted his
Socicty with the care of his Bulletin, to become the
official journal of the Society.

When we starled 21 years ago with a few working
groups, these met separately at various places and
times. Members who participated in more than one
working group attended several meetings, at great
cost well beyond the means of, in particular, young
scientists. The profile of the Society as a whole and of
ongoing work was not sufficiently clear to the mem-
bership at large. Hence the Society now convenes
once a year with usually all, or almost all, of the 17
working groups presenting their work. The working
groups are the backbone of our Society. They con-
vene on the basis of a theme, with invited lectures,
free communications and poster discussions, but
some have done extra work. The Society cooperated
with the World Health Organization in issuing defini-
tions and recommendations on the terminology of
respiratory disease [1]. Similarly, we issued recom-
mendations on symbols, abbreviations and units in
respiratory pathophysiology which are now widely
adopted in Europe [2-5]. Subsequently, the European
Community for Coal and Steel and the Socicty jointly
issued a report on standardised lung function testing
[6]. The Bronchial Hyperreactivity group issued rec-
ommendations on nonspecific bronchial hyperreactiv-
ity testing {7]. Shortly the Paediatrics working group
will publish a detailed document on recommendations
for standardised lung lunction testing in nconates,
infants and children. The Society has become a world
leader in respiratory pathophysiology.

The Society has evolved through many contribu-
tors, good ideas and hard work. The process of











