
Table S1 -  Summary of guidelines for diagnosis of LTBI in target groups for LTBI screening 

Indication for (LTBI) 
case finding 

Screening algorithm*  Indication for prophylaxis  
 

Contact  investigation (High exposure = close and casual contacts sputum smear positive index patient; Probable 
exposure = other contacts:) 

All BCG-vaccinated   
All close contacts:  Chest X-ray immediately after diagnosis 

index patient and serial or single TST 
(after window period) followed by IGRA 
when TST≥ 5mm  

Positive IGRA 

  

All other contacts:  Single TST (after window period) followed 
by IGRA when TST≥ 5mm  

  

Non-BCG vaccinated    

Close contacts:     

≥ 5 years:  

Chest X-ray immediately after diagnosis 
index patient and serial TST (after 
window period) followed by IGRA when 
TST≥ 5mm  

  

<5 years:  
As ≥ 5 years, IGRA when TST≥ 5mm and 
TST < 10mm (all child contacts) 

TST≥ 10mm or positive IGRA Primary prophylaxis 
during the window period if close contact 
TST<5mm† or negative IGRA† 

 

Immune compromised individual:    

 

Chest X-ray and serial TST in 2 rounds 
TST≥ 5mm or positive IGRA Primary prophylaxis 
during the window period if close contact and 
TST<5mm or negative IGRA†  

  IGRA  if TST<5 mm    

Source investigation†† (Possible exposure) 

  
Chest X-ray and TST††† followed by IGRA 
when TST≥ 5mm 

Positive IGRA and likelihood of recent infection 
 

Base line measurement (Low exposure / pre-exposure)
##

      

  TST followed by IGRA when TST≥ 5mm Positive IGRA and likelihood of recent infection 
 

Possible TB exposure (health care worker, traveler) (Possible / post- exposure) 

  TST followed by IGRA when TST≥ 5mm Positive IGRA  

Screening before immune suppressive therapy (immune competent individual)# (Low exposure) 

 

Chest X-ray and TST 
Prophylaxis / TB treatment of chest X-ray 
abnormalities suspect for (inadequately treated) 
TB and likelihood of infection in the past 

 

  IGRA  if TST<5 mm TST≥ 10mm or positive IGRA   

All indications HIV-infected and other immune compromised individuals # (Low exposure) 

 

Chest X-ray and TST 
Prophylaxis / TB treatment of chest X-ray 
abnormalities suspect for (inadequately treated) 
TB and likelihood of infection in the past 

 

  TST and IGRA  if TST<5 mm TST≥ 5mm or positive IGRA  



* If previous TST≥5mm and IGRA negative or unknown: IGRA only. 

† Primary prophylaxis is discontinued when second TST<5 mm (and or IGRA) in those individuals with a reliable immune response at the 

end of the latency period (8 weeks after last infectious exposure).  

†† Source investigation is performed in case of TB-patients likely to be recently infected in the Netherlands with no identified source case. 

††† TST is performed to identify co-infected individuals, who may lead to the putative source case  

## This group includes travelers and health care workers or other contact groups eligible for (serial) LTBI screening after potential exposure, 

for whom a baseline measurement would indicate whether a positive test result after potential exposure could be attributed to recent 

exposure.   

Definition of abbreviations: BCG = Bacillus Calmette-Guérin vaccination; TST = tuberculin skin test; IGRA= interferon gamma release assay;.

   

 


