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Shareable abstract (@ERSpublications)
Patients with PUF-CPAP and especially those with pre-existing obstructive lung disease had
increased use of anti-obstructive medication but there were no differences in hospitalisations and
mortality, and data on cancer were inconclusive https://bit.ly/3uVIzXG
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To the Editor:

A recent medical device recall notification from Philips Respironics reported on risk for degradation of
polyurethane foam (PUF) in continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) devices used for obstructive sleep
apnoea (OSA) treatment [1]. The degraded foam particles may cause airway irritation, and the volatile gas
products (diethylene glycol, toluene di-isocyanate isomers, toluene diamine isomers) released during the
degradation process may also have cyto- and genotoxic effects [1]. KENDZERSKA et al. [2] reported no
increase in cancer incidence in 1220 patients using PUF devices over a mean observation time of
7.5 years. However, studies assessing airway symptoms and health outcomes other than cancer are lacking.
Airway irritation from degraded foam particles may be particularly harmful for patients with pre-existing
obstructive lung disease (OLD). This study aimed to evaluate the association between PUF-CPAP use and
adverse health outcomes in OSA patients with/without comorbid OLD.
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