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Shareable abstract (@ERSpublications)
Regarding the gait speed study for COPD patients reported by J.A. Walsh and co-workers, there are
3 concerns: 1) lack of internal validation; 2) methodology of comparing model performance; and
3) a way of handling competing risks in the Fine and Gray model https://bit.ly/3g6I8BN
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To the Editor:

We read with great interest the article by WALSH et al. [1], who investigated whether slower gait speed is
an independent risk factor for readmission and mortality in patients hospitalised with COPD exacerbation.
This study included 213 patients hospitalised with COPD exacerbation. The Cox proportional hazards
model and the Fine and Grey model revealed that 4-m gait speed (4MGS) within 24 h before hospital
discharge was associated with both readmission and mortality within 12 months. Considering that 4MGS is
a simple and potentially ameliorable measurement, 4MGS could be an important predictor; however, there
are some concerns regarding the methodology of this study.
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