Appendix A: Search

Asthma search

1. exp Asthma/ 2. asthma$.mp. 3. (antiasthma$ or anti-asthma$).mp. 4. Respiratory Sounds/ 5.
wheez$.mp. 6. Bronchial Spasm/ 7. bronchospas$.mp. 8. (bronch$ adj3 spasm$).mp. 9.
bronchoconstrict$.mp. 10. exp Bronchoconstriction/ 11. (bronch$ adj3 constrict$).mp. 12.
Bronchial Hyperreactivity/ 13. Respiratory Hypersensitivity/ 14. ((bronchial$ or respiratory or
airway$ or lung$) adj3 (hypersensitiv$ or hyperreactiv$ or allerg$ or insufficiency)).mp. 15. ((dust
or mite$) adj3 (allerg$ or hypersensitiv$)).mp. 16. or/1-15

The MEDLINE strategy and RCT filter are adapted to identify trials in other electronic databases.
Filter to identify RCTs

1. exp “clinical trial [publication type]”/ 2. (randomised or randomized).ab,ti. 3. placebo.abti. 4.
dt.fs. 5. randomly.ab,ti. 6. trial.ab,ti. 7. groups.abti. 8. or/1-7 9. Animals/ 10. Humans/ 11. 9 not (9
and 10) 12. 8 not 11

The MEDLINE strategy and RCT filter are adapted to identify trials in other electronic databases.



Appendix B: Prioritised, predefined outcome-hierarchy

A prioritized list of outcome measures

Asthma control

Lung function

Local airway inflammation

1.

Asthma Control Questionnaire-5
Asthma Control Questionnaire-6
Asthma Control Questionnaire-7
Asthma Control Test

Asthma Quiality of Life
Questionnaire

Asthma specific HRQoL

1. Forced expiratory

volume in 1 second
2. Forced vital capacity
3. Tiffaneu Index

(FEV1/FVC)

1. FeNO
2. Sputum eosinophilia and

neutrophilia




