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Evaluation of treatment effect durability over time cannot be based on analyses that examine the first
of many events. Here, it is explained how misinterpretation of survival curves led to wrong
conclusions in a recent ERJ editorial. http://bit.ly/2K3amgQ
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To the Editor:

Great care should be taken when assessing the consistency of treatment effect over time based on a
survival curve plot, and even more so when a treatment affects a repeating event end-point, such as
exacerbations, rather than an event that can occur only once, like death.

Copyright ©ERS 2019

Link to published version: https://doi.org/10.1183/13993003.00634-2019 Eur Respir J 2019; 54: 1900634

| AGORA
CORRESPONDENCE

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6732-4593
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8353-2349
mailto:sally.x.lettis@gsk.com
http://bit.ly/2K3amgQ
http://bit.ly/2K3amgQ
https://doi.org/10.1183/13993003.00634-2019
https://doi.org/10.1183/13993003.00634-2019

	Misinterpretation of time-to-first event curves can lead to inappropriate treatment

