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Body: The anti-TNFs α have proven very effective in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis, ankylosing
spondylitis, psoriasis, Crohn's disease. Among the side effects is well known the risk of developing
infections, particularly tuberculosis. We present three cases of miliary tuberculosis with mediastinal
lymphadenopathy which occurred during treatment with anti-TNFα. Two male patients aged 56 respectively
41 years, were treated with infliximab for ankylosing spondylitis. One male patient aged 32 years was
treated with adalimumab for psoriasis. All patients performed chest X-ray, tuberculin skin test, quantiferon
TB test for latent TB. The clinical signs of disease were febrile syndrome, dyspnoea, cough and weight loss.
In the first case, the positive diagnosis was concluded on lung biopsy and culture positive for BK in sputum.
In the second case, were revealed AFB in bronchial aspirate. In the third case, the diagnosis was concluded
on lung and mediastinal lymphnode biopsy. In all cases we observe an aspect of miliary and mediastinal
lymphadenopathy on chest CT. In the first case, we find a pulmonary embolism. All three patients
developed hepatic cytolysis during anti TB treatment, requiring discontinuation in two cases. The evolution
was slowly favorable after the reintroduction of treatment. Conclusions: All three cases are severe forms of
miliary tuberculosis associating necrotic mediastinal lymphnodes occurred during treatment with anti TNFα.
There was a dramatic clinical syndrome with persistent fever and significant weight loss in the second case.
The regression of pulmonary and mediastinal lesions has been very slow.
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