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ABSTRACT:  This study examined age-related biochemical changes of the lung in
an animal model of senile lung, senescence-accelerated mouse (SAM).

Bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) was performed on two strains of SAM, the senescence-
prone strain (SAM P2) and the senescence-resistant strain (SAM R1), as well as on
normal ageing C57 black mice (C57BL), aged 1–24 months.  Elastase-like and elastase
inhibitory activity of BAL fluid (BALF), glutathione (GSH) and oxidized GSH
(GSSG) content both of BALF and lung tissue, and oxygen radical generation of
free lung cells obtained by BAL were examined in the three strains of mice.

Cell populations did not change throughout the life in SAM strains and C57BL.
The elastolytic activity in SAM was greater than in C57BL, but there was no change
with age.  Both a decreased content of GSH and an increased oxidation of the GSH
in BALF were markedly observed with ageing in SAM P2.  In the lung tissue, the
GSSG/GSH ratio in SAM strains was consistently greater than that in C57BL,
suggesting that the GSH redox cycle of the lung may be impaired in SAM strains.
The oxygen radical generation by free lung cells increased with age in all three
strains, but the increase was earlier and more pronounced in SAM P2 than in the
other two strains.

In conclusion, an impaired GSH redox cycle and an increased formation of oxygen
radicals are observed in the lungs of SAM with increasing age.
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The senescence-accelerated mouse (SAM) is a useful
animal model for studying ageing and spontaneous sene-
scence [1].  The senescence-prone (SAM P) strains are
characterized by shorter life span (mean survival time
(MST) 10.1–12.5 months), a more rapid advance in sene-
scence following normal development, compared with
the senescence-resistant (SAM R) strains (MST 16.4–
18.9 months) [2].  The SAM P strains also show a variety
of age-related disorders, including cataract [3, 4], amyloi-
dosis [5], memory impairment [6], and senile lung [7,
8].

The senile lung is differentiated from emphysema and
characterized both by airspace enlargement without alveo-
lar destruction and the loss of elastic recoil [9, 10].  A
senescence-prone strain of SAM, SAM P2, manifests
the functional and morphological characteristics of the
senile lung with advancing age, but these changes are
seen to occur more slowly in the later life of a senescent-
resistant strain, SAM R1, which exhibits a relatively nor-
mal ageing process [7, 8].  Although the function and
morphology of the lungs in SAM strains have been well
determined [7–9], the mechanism of development of
senile lung is not known.  Until now, an increased elastase
activity over antielastase capacity has been hypothesized
to induce airspace enlargement with alveolar wall destruc-
tion [11, 12].  The elastase-antielastase balance is signi-

ficantly influenced by neutrophil infiltration and the oxi-
dant-antioxidant balance of the lung [11–14].  However,
the biochemical changes of the lung have not been ex-
tensively investigated in SAM.  This study was conducted
to examine the age-related biochemical changes of the
lung in SAM prone versus SAM resistance strains, using
bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL), and also in comparison
with a normal ageing strain, the C57 black mouse (C57BL).

Methods 

Animals

We used 200 male mice, (76 SAM P2, 76 SAM R1,
and 48 C57BL) in the lung experiments.  We also in-
vestigated another 206 male mice (104 SAM P2 and 102
SAM R1) regarding survival rate after birth and senility
with ageing.  Several pairs of SAM P2 and SAM R1
(generously provided by T. Takeda, Chest Disease Re-
search Institute, Kyoto University) were bred in the
institute for animal research of Tokyo University.  The
C57BL/6SCrSlc (C57BL) mice were bred and main-
tained at the Tokyo Metropolitan Institute animal care
facilities under specific pathogen free conditions.  The
mice were maintained in a limited access barrier during



BIOCHEMICAL CHANGE OF LUNGS IN SAM 451

the study.  SAM P2 is a senescent-prone strain, and was
compared with SAM R1, a senescent-resistant strain.  The
SAM strains were compared with C57 BL mice.  The
mice were fed on a commercial diet (CE-2, Nihon CLEA
Inc., Japan) given water ad libitum, and housed in a
temperature (18–24°C) and humidity (55±5%) controlled
room under a 12 h light and dark cycle.  Mice with evi-
dence of underlying disease,  such as pneumonia, tumours,
and cachexia were excluded from this study. 

Assessment of survival rate and senility

All animals were checked for survival twice a week
during the experimental period.  The survival rate was
calculated at each month after birth using 104 SAM P2
and 102 SAM R1.  The senility was checked twice a
month in the surviving mice.  The senility of each mouse
was assessed using the scoring system developed by
HOSOKAWA et al. [15].  This scoring system is composed
of 11 categories, including reactivity, passivity, glossi-
ness, coarseness, hair loss, skin ulcer, periophthalmic
lesions, cataract, corneal ulcer, corneal opacity and lordo-
kyphosis.  Each category has five grades, corresponding
to the intensity of the ageing changes.  The grading scores
for each animal were averaged in each litter, and the
mean value of each litter's score was calculated both for
SAM R1 and SAM P2 strains.

BAL and biochemical analysis

The bronchoalveolar lavage was performed on 10
animals at 1, 3, 6, 9, 12, 15 and 18 months of age, on
six animals at 24 months of age in both SAM strains,
and on six animals at 1, 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18 and 24 months
of age in C57BL.  Whilst under intraperitoneal ana-
esthesia (pentobarbital sodium, 10 mg per 100 g body
weight), the animals were intubated with a 22-gauge
Teflon catheter (Deseret Medical Inc., USA).  The trachea
was exposed and ligated tightly using silk thread.  One
millilitre of Hanks' balanced salt solution (HBSS) with-
out Ca++ and Mg++ (Life Technology Inc., USA) was
gently infused and recovered.  The BAL was repeated
twice more in the same way.  The BAL fluid (BALF)
from each animal lung was pooled and measured for
recovery rate.  The BALF was centrifuged at 1,000 rpm
for 10 min to form cell pellets.  The supernatant was
decanted for biochemical analysis.  The cells were washed
twice and suspended in HBSS.

Cell proportion and viability.  A portion of each cell
suspension was stained with 0.2% trypan blue (Wako
Pure Chemical Industries Ltd, Japan) and total cell counts
in each BAL were calculated with a haemacytometer.
Differential counts were performed on cytocentrifuged
smears with a modified Wright stain (Diff-Quick fixa-
tive, Midori Jyuji Ltd, Japan).  Cell viability was evalua-
ted by means of trypan blue exclusion.

Contents of total protein and albumin in BALF.  Contents
of total protein and albumin in BALF were measured by

the method of LOWRY et al. [16], and by the albumin B-
test Wako (Wako Pure Chemical Industries Ltd, Japan),
respectively, using mouse albumin (Sigma Chemical
Co., USA) as a standard.  In each BALF, the ratio of
albumin to protein was calculated as an index for the
leakage of albumin into the alveolar space. 

Elastase-like activity and elastase inhibitory capacity in
BALF.  Elastase-like activity in BALF was measured by
the ability to cleave p-nitroaniline from succinyl-L-alanyl-
L-alanyl-p-nitroanilide (SLAPN) [17].  For the assay
of enzyme activity, 100 µl of BALF was added to 100
µl of 0.1 M hydroxyethylpiperazine ethanesulphonic
acid (HEPES) (Nakarai Chemical Ltd, Japan) buffer
(pH 7.4) containing 1 M NaCl (Wako Chemical Pure
Industries Ltd, Japan) and 0.1% polyethylene glycol
6000 (Wako Chemical Pure Industries Ltd, Japan) in a
96 well microtitre plate; followed by the addition of 50
µ1 of 2.5 mM substrate in dimethylsulphoxide (Wako
Chemical Pure Industries Ltd, Japan).  The mixture was
incubated at 37°C for 4 h.  Standards of human sputum
elastase (Elastin Product Co. Inc., USA) were assayed
in parallel.  Changes in absorbance at 405 nm were
measured spectrophotometrically by an electroimmuno-
assay (EIA) reader Model 2550 (Japan Bio-Rad Labora-
tories).

Elastase inhibitory capacity in the BALF was measured
by microassay using human sputum elastase as a test
enzyme with SLAPN as a substrate [17].  One hundred
microlitres of BALF was added to 100 µl of 0.1 M
HEPES buffer (pH 7.4) containing 1 M NaCl and 0.1%
polyethylene glycol 6000 in a 96 well microtitre plate,
and incubated with 25 µl of 0.25 µM human sputum
elastase at 37°C for 1 h.  Twenty five microlitres of 2.5
mM substrate in dimethylsulphoxide was added and the
mixture was incubated at 37°C for 2 h.  Human alpha1-
protease inhibitor (Sigma Chemical Co., USA) was used
as standard for elastase inhibitory capacity.  Changes in
absorbance at 405 nm were measured spectrophotometri-
cally. 

GSH and GSSG of BALF.  Each BALF sample was
centrifuged at 12,000 rpm for 2 min at 4°C.  Nine hundred
microlitres of the BALF supernatant was added to 100
µl of 25% sulphosalicylic acid (SSA) (Wako Chemical
Pure Industries Ltd, Japan) solution at 0°C.  The GSH
of the supernatant was measured using GSH reductase
(Sigma Chemical Co., USA) and SSA, according to the
methods of OWENS and BELCHER [18].  These assays were
performed using an automatic analyser, COBAS FARA
(Roche Diagnostica) [19, 20].  By this method, the GSH
measured includes both reduced and oxidized forms.  The
supernatant was also assayed for oxidized GSH (gluta-
thione disulphide, GSSG) content according to the method
of GRIFFITH [21].  Two microlitres of 2-vinylpyridine
(Wako Chemical Pure Industries Ltd, Japan) was added
to 100 µ1 of each BALF supernatant with 25% SSA sol-
ution.  The mixture was allowed to stand for 60 min at
room temperature and assayed by COBAS FARA, using
authentic GSSG (Sigma Chemical Co., USA) pretreated
with 2-vinylpyridine as a standard. 



GSH and GSSG of lung tissue.  After BAL, the lungs of
the mice were removed, briefly wiped, and weighed using
an analytical balance (Sartorius Corp., Tokyo, Japan).
The lung tissue was homogenized using a Teflon homo-
genizer (Wheaton) following mixture with 10 fold 2.5%
SSA solution, and centrifuged at 12,000 rpm for 2 min
at 4°C.  The supernatant was then obtained.  Both the
GSH and GSSG content of the supernatant were measured
as described previously. 

Oxygen radical generation by BAL cells.  Oxygen radical
generation by BAL cells (also referred to as free lung
cells) was measured by the lucigenin-dependent chemilu-
minescence method using a photon counter, Biolumat
LB9505 (Berthold, FRG).  The oxygen radical genera-
tion by free lung cells was determined as the increase of
chemiluminescence after stimulation with phorbol-12-
myristate-13-acetate (PMA) (Sigma Chemical Co.).  Free
lungs cells, 105, harvested from the BAL in each mice
were suspended in 900 µl of HBSS containing Ca++ and
Mg++ (pH 7.4) (Life Technologies, Inc., USA), and pre-
warmed for 15 min at 37°C with 50 µl of lucigenin (2
mg·ml-1).  Oxygen radical generation was measured for
90 min at 37°C with stimulation of 10 µl of PMA (0.1
mg·ml-1) or 50 µ1 of opsonized zymosan (OZ).  Zy-
mosan A (Sigma Chemical Co.) was prepared and opsoni-
zed with fresh human serum.  Data were expressed as
the peak counts of chemiluminescence for 90 min after
stimulation [22, 23].

Statistical analysis

Statistical analysis of differences between each strain
of mice group at the same age was performed using
Student's t-test.  Differences with age in each strain were
determined using analysis of variance (ANOVA) coup-
led with Bonferroni/Dunn test.  Values of p less than
0.05 were considered significant.

Results

Survival rate and age-related changes in senility

The median survival time in the SAM P2 strain was
11.1±1.2 months (mean±SD).  This was significantly
shorter than in the SAM R1 strain with survival of
16.1±1.8 months (p<0.01).  The senility grading score
gradually increased with age in each strain of mice (fig.
1).  The increase was most rapid in SAM P2.  The total
score in both SAM strains was significantly greater than
that in C57BL, and the differences between the SAM
strains and C57BL increased with age. 

Biochemical analysis of the BAL

In this study, the recovery rate of BALF was over 75%
in all animals, and there were no significant differences
in the rates at different ages.  Accordingly, we evaluated
the cell components and other parameters in BAL in
terms of millilitres of BALF. 

Cell proportion and viability.  More than 90% of the
cells obtained were viable in all animals.  The total cell
count in BALF in both strains of SAM was less than
5×105 cells; the percentage of alveolar macrophages was
>90%, polymorphonuclear leucocyte <1.5%,  and lym-
phocyte <5%.  No significant age-related differences in
the number or proportion of BAL cells were seen in any
strain. 

Contents of total protein and albumin in BALF.  There
was no difference in the content of albumin at different
ages in both strains of SAM and in C57BL.  The ratio
of albumin to protein in BALF is shown in figure 2.  The
albumin/protein ratio was unchanged up to 24 months of
age in the three strains of mice. 
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Fig. 1.  –  Age-related changes in the senility grading score in SAM
strains and C57BL mice.    ❏ : SAM R1;    ■ : SAM P2; 

❍ : C57BL.  Each value represents the mean±SD of 10 mice
from 1–18 months of age and the mean±SD of six mice at 24 months
of age in SAM strains, and the mean±SD of six animals of C57BL at
different ages.  *: p<0.05 compared with the value at 3 months of age
in the same strain; +: p<0.05, compared with the value at same age in
C57BL.  SAM: senescence-accelerated mouse; SAM P2: senescence
prone strain; SAM R1: senescence resistant strain; C57BL: normal
ageing black mice.
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Fig. 2.  –  Age-related changes in the albumin/total protein (ALB/TP)
ratio of bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) fluid in SAM strains.    ❏ :
SAM R1;    ■ : SAM P2;    ❍ : C57BL.  Each value represents
the mean of 10 mice from 1–18 months of age and the mean of six
mice at 24 months of age in SAM strains, and the mean of six animals
of C57BL at different ages.  For abbreviations see legend to figure 1.
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Elastase-like activity and elastase inhibitory capacity in
BALF.  The alterations in elastase-like activity and elas-
tase inhibitory capacity in BALF are depicted in figures
3 and 4, respectively.  No age-related change was obser-
ved either in elastase-like activity or in elastase inhib-
tory capacity.  However, the elastase-like activity in
SAM strains was significantly greater than that in C57BL
from 1–15 months of age.  On the other hand,  the elas-
tase inhibitory capacity in SAM strains was smaller than
that in C57BL from 1–3 months of age. 

GSH and GSSG of BALF.  Age-related changes in GSH
content in BALF are shown in figure 5.  The GSH con-
centration of BALF in both SAM strains was consisten-
tly lower than that in C57BL throughout the life span.
In addition, a significant decrease in GSH of BALF was
observed with advancing age both in SAM R1 and SAM
P2.

The ratio of GSSG to GSH in BALF at different ages
is depicted in figure 6.  The GSSG/GSH ratio in SAM
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Fig. 3.  –  Age-related changes in elastase-like activity of bronchoalveolar
lavage fluid (BAL).    ❏ : SAM R1;   ■ : SAM P2;    ❍ :
C57BL.  Each value represents the mean±SD of 10 mice from 1–18
months of age and the mean±SD of six mice at 24 months of age in
SAM strains, and the mean±SD of six animals of C57BL at different
ages.  +: p<0.05; ‡: p<0.01, compared with the value at the same age
in C57BL.  For abbreviations see legend to figure 1.

Fig. 4.  –  Age-related changes in elastase inhibitory capacity in
bronchoalveolar lavage fluid (BAL).    ❏ : SAM R1;    ■ : SAM
P2;    ❍ : C57BL.  Each value represents the mean±SD of 10 mice
from 1–18 months of age and the mean±SD of six mice at 24 months
of age in SAM strains, and the mean±SD of six animals of C57BL at
different ages.  +: p<0.05, compared with the value at the same age
in C57BL.  For abbreviations see legend to figure 1.
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Fig. 5.  –  Age-related changes in glutathione (GSH) content of
bronchoalveolar lavage fluid (BAL).    ❏ : SAM R1;    ■ : SAM
P2;    ❍ : C57BL.  Each value represents the mean±SD of 10 mice
from 1–18 months of age and the mean±SD of six mice at 24 months
of age in SAM strains, and the mean±SD of six animals of C57BL at
different ages.  **: p<0.01, compared with the value at 3 months of
age in the same strain;  ‡: p<0.01, compared with the value at same
age in C57BL.  For abbreviations see legend to figure 1.
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Fig. 6.  –  Age-related changes in the ratio of oxidized GSH (GSSG)
to GSH in bronchoalveolar lavage fluid (BAL).    ❏ : SAM R1;  

■     : SAM P2;    ❍ : C57BL.  Each value represents the mean±SD

of 10 mice from 1–18 months of age and the mean±SD of six mice at
24 months of age in SAM strains, and the mean±SD of six animals of
C57BL at different ages.  **: p<0.01, compared with the value at 3
months of age in the same strain; ‡: p<0.01, compared with the value
at same age in C57BL.  For abbreviations see legend to figure 1.

strains was significantly higher than that in C57BL from
1–24 months of age.  After 9 months of age, marked
differences were observed in the GSSG/GSH ratio bet-
ween SAM strains and C57BL.

GSH and GSSG of lung tissue.  Figures 7 and 8 show
the GSH content and the GSSG/GSH ratio of the lung
tissue, respectively.  Age-related decline of GSH con-
tent was seen in SAM strains, but not in C57BL up to
24 months of age.  The SAM strains had a relatively



higher GSH concentration compared with C57BL.  The
GSSG/GSH ratio of the lung in SAM strains did not
change with age,  but was approximately two times higher
than that in C57BL throughout the life. 

Oxygen radical generation by BAL cells.  Figure 9 shows
that oxygen radical generation by free lung cells after
stimulation with PMA or OZ significantly increased with
age in each strain of mice.  This increase occurred ear-
lier and was more pronounced in SAM P2 than in SAM
R1 and C57BL.  Already at 9 months of age the differ-
ence in oxygen radical generation between SAM P2 and
C57BL was significant.

Discussion         

A wide variety of morphological, functional, and bio-
chemical changes have been described in the lungs of
humans with ageing [9, 10, 24–29].  These changes may
result not only from physiological ageing, but also from
pathological changes induced by tobacco smoke, environ-
mental pollution and chronic lung disease.  At present,
the physiological ageing of the lung without noxious
insults has been proposed as a senile lung, which is char-
acterized both by airspace enlargement without alveolar
wall destruction and loss of elastic recoil [9,  10].  Because
it is difficult to distinguish "true'' ageing effect from the
cumulative effect of environmental insults in human,  an
appropriate animal model for the study of the senile lung
may be useful [8].

Recently, we demonstrated that a strain of senescence-
accelerated mouse (SAM), SAM P2, exhibited functional
and morphological alterations of the senile lung within
the time course of ageing, and might be a good model
to examine the development of senile lung [7, 8].  The
investigation of differences between SAM and normal
ageing mice may offer information regarding the cause
and mechanism of development of senile lung.  The
purpose of the current study was to elucidate the bio-
chemical characteristics of the lung in SAM in comparison
with a normal ageing mice, C57BL.
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Fig. 7.  –  Age-related changes in glutathione (GSH) content of lung.  
❏ : SAM R1;    ■ : SAM P2;    ❍ : C57BL.  Each value

represents the mean±SD of 10 mice from 1–18 months of age and the
mean±SD of six mice at 24 months of age in SAM strains, and the
mean±SD of six animals of C57BL at different ages.  *: p<0.05; **:
p<0.01, compared withe the value at 3 months of age in the same
strain; +: p<0.05; ‡: p<0.01, compared with the value at same age in
C57BL.  For abbreviations see legend to figure 1.
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Fig. 8. –  Age-related changes in the ratio of oxidized GSH (GSSG)
to GSH of lung.    ❏ : SAM R1;    ■ : SAM P2;    ❍ : C57BL.
Each value represents the mean±SD of 10 mice from 1–18 months of
age and the mean±SD of six mice at 24 months of age in SAM strains,
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C57BL.  For abbreviations see legend to figure 1.
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Fig. 9. –  Age-related changes in the oxygen radicals generation by
free lung cells after stimulation: a) with PMA; or b) OZ.  PMA: phorbol
myristate acetate; OZ: opsonized zymosan.  The oxygen radical generation
was presented as peak counts of chemiluminescence.    ❏ : SAM
R1;    ■ : SAM P2;    ❍ : C57BL.  Each value represents the
mean±SD of 10 mice from 1–18 months of age and the mean±SD of six
mice at 24 months of age in SAM strains, and the mean±SD of six
animals of C57BL at different ages.  *: p<0.05; **: p<0.01, compared
with the value at 3 months of age in the same strain; +: p<0.05; ‡:
p<0.01, compared with the value at same age in C57BL.  For abbreviations
see legend to figure 1.



BIOCHEMICAL CHANGE OF LUNGS IN SAM 455

Age-related changes and strain-related differences in
the oxidant-antioxidant and elastase-antielastase balance
of distal lung spaces using bronchoalveolar lavage were
examined, since the oxidant-antioxidant and elastase-
antielastase balance may be related to the morphological
changes of the lung [11–14], and these imbalances may
result in lung disorders [30–32].  In addition, free radi-
cal formation and accumulation of free radical damage
may play a role in the ageing processes [33, 34].

The elastase-like activity and the elastase inhibitory
capacity did not differ at different ages in any strain of
mice.  The leakage from serum component as indexed
by the ratio of albumin to total protein in BALF did
not increase with ageing, indicating that inflammatory
changes associated with increased elastase activity do not
occur with physiological ageing under ideal conditions.
The results may be consistent with rarely seen infiltra-
tion of inflammatory cells into alveolar lesions and
relatively intact alveolar walls on histological examina-
tion [8].  The number and the proportion of lung cells
recovered in BALF did not show age-related changes,
and the neutrophils harvested from BAL were less than
1.5% of total cell numbers throughout the life-span in
all strains.  However, the level of elastase activity of
BALF in SAM was slightly higher, and the level of
antielastase activity of BALF in SAM was slightly lower,
than the levels in C57BL, suggesting a mild elastase-
antielastase imbalance in the lung of SAM strains.  This
small difference between SAM strains and C57BL may
contribute little to morphological changes during phy-
siological ageing, but could be of greater influence in
the presence of noxious insults,  because significant elas-
tase-antielastase imbalance and emphysematous altera-
tions of lung following chronic tobacco smoke inhalation
have been reported in SAM [35, 36].  In this study, the
elastase-like activity and antielastase activity were exam-
ined using human sputum elastase as a standard.  Although
the results were consistent and reproducible throughout
the study, the species differences in response to human
sputum elastase should be considered when comparing
the results with other studies [17].  In our experience,
results from experiments using human sputum elastase
are more sensitive and reproducible than results using
porcine pancreatic elastase (data not shown).

Glutathione (GSH) is one of the major antioxidant
systems in mammalian species and present in alveolar
epithelial lining fluid (ELF) in high concentrations [37].
In the present study, decreased contents of GSH and
increased oxidation of GSH both in BALF and lung tis-
sue were observed with ageing in SAM strains and
occurred earlier in the SAM P2 strain.  The magnitude
of these changes in SAM was significantly greater than
that in C57BL, indicating that the GSH system is markedly
impaired in SAM.  However, the GSH concentration of
lung tissue in SAM was consistently higher than that in
C57BL.  The results were contrary to the data showing
that GSH content of BALF in SAM was significantly
smaller than that in C57BL.  Because the GSSG/GSH
ratio of lung tissue in SAM was about twofold higher
than that in C57BL, a possible explanation is that the
cycle of oxidized GSH to the reduced GSH of lung may

be impaired in SAM strains, and that then the GSH export
from lung to alveolar ELF may be disturbed.

Oxygen radical formation of the distal lung may in-
duce lung damage, and contribute to decreased antielas-
tase activity due to inactivation of methionine residue in
alpha1-antitrypsin.  In SAM strains, there was an increased
oxidant generation by free lung cells obtained from BAL
with increasing age.  The formation of oxygen radicals
in SAM P2 was 2–3 fold greater than that in C57BL
after either stimulation of phorbol ester or opsonized
zymosan.  The results indicate that the lung macrophages
in SAM may be more strongly activated by the protein
kinase C pathway and/or by complement-associated
pathways.  Because the increased oxidant production may
utilize scavenger systems and could lead to oxidation of
GSH, the results may also partly explain the increased
GSSG/GSH ratio of BALF and lung tissue in SAM.

Therefore, an impaired GSH system and an increased
oxygen radical formation of the lung may be a major
characteristics of SAM.  In the current study, we did not
measure the whole antioxidant capacity of the lung.  It
is still not known whether the antioxidant activity of
the lung is truly decreased with ageing in SAM, because
a decreased activity in one component of antioxidants
may be compensated for by increased activity of other
antioxidants.  However, the marked differences in GSH
redox cycle between C57BL and SAM may argue in
favour of a major role for GSH in lung defence mechani-
sms, and SAM may provide an interesting model to invest-
igate the relationship between GSH and lung development.

UEJIMA and co-workers [35, 36] reported that the
senescence-prone strains in SAM exhibited biochemical
and morphological alterations in lungs following chronic
tobacco smoke inhalation.  After 5 weeks of tobacco
exposure, oxidant-antioxidant and elastase-antielastase
imbalance were found in SAM P strains along with
significant airspace enlargement.  The morphological
alterations were accompanied by marked infiltration of
neutrophils into airspaces, suggesting that the inflamma-
tory cells may generate the oxygen radicals, and could
lead to elastase-antielastase imbalance both by an increa-
sed production of elastase from neutrophils and an in-
activation of antielastase activity.  Taken together with
the current study,  the impairment of the oxidant-antioxi-
dant balance in SAM may not be obvious under natural
ageing, but could be markedly exacerbated by noxious
insults, such as chronic tobacco smoke, and then might
result in alveolar destruction and inflammation, with a
marked elastase-antielastase imbalance.  Therefore, SAM
may also be useful to investigate effects of tobacco smoke
and other noxious agents on senile lung from biochemi-
cal and morphological aspects.
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