
Allergy Frontiers and Future documents the proceedings of the
24th Symposium of the Collegium Internationale Allergologicum,
which was held in Bermuda in November 2002. The book reflects,
as stated by the President, Johannes Ring, discussions held at the
Symposium and summarises the wide spectrum of experimental
and clinical research in the field of allergy. It is published as a sup-
plement of the Allergy and Clinical Immunology International, the
journal of the World Allergy Organization. 

The book is divided into 12 main chapters, which are as follows:
Genes and Environment; Allergens; T-cells and Dendritic Cells;
Mast Cells and Basophils; Eosinophils and Neutrophils;
Immunoglobulin E; Asthma; Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis;
Atopic Eczema and Allergic Skin Diseases; Diagnostics; Therapy;
and Immunotherapy. Each main chapter contains research that was
presented at the Symposium, including figures, images and a refer-
ence list.

The authors of the chapters include well-known researchers,
such as J. Ring, R. van Ree, M. van Hage-Hamsten, T. Platts-Mills,
J. Denburg and H. Breiteneder, who are all experts in their field. 

The book’s strengths are that it covers a wide range of topics,
although a chapter on allergic rhinitis is sadly missing. Most con-
tributions are accompanied by illustrative figures and tables, and

the reference lists are extensive. Should one wish to do some back-
ground reading, the reference list supplied by each author is more
than adequate. The articles in the book are well written and very
accessible, even for those whose daily work does not include some
subjects, such as the free form of the alpha subunit of the high-affin-
ity immunoglobulin E receptor. The text regarding basic research is
fairly easy to read and has added value for daily clinical practice.

This book is interesting for clinicians who wish to do back-
ground reading on a specific research subject, as well as for
researchers who want to read about research topics related to their
own research, or who want to read about the problems that clini-
cians face on a daily basis.

Although the book is up to date at the moment, the articles about
basic research especially are prone to be more or less dated in future
years, due to new developments. Nevertheless, this is a book that is
valuable to all specialists and researchers in the field of allergy for
a very reasonable price. However, due to the highly specialised
content, I would not recommend it as a book for medical students
or other healthcare workers. 

I. Terreehorst
The Netherlands
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