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Educational questions. 

“Simplification of the IDSA/ATS criteria for severe CAP using meta-analysis and observational data“

For some questions more than one answer could be correct. 

1. A 60-year-old patient with a background of ischaemic heart disease presents with community-acquired pneumonia. His admis-

sion observations are: respiratory rate 30 breaths·min-1, new-onset confusion, platelet count 503×109 cells·mm-3, Blood pressure 

95/55 prior to fluid resuscitation, oxygen saturation 93% on air, temperature 39.1ºC. Which of the following statements is true?

He has severe community-acquired pneumonia and should be admitted to the intensive care unit. He will have a lower mortal-
ity if admitted to the intensive care unit more than 48 hours after admission compared with being admitted on day 1. The need for
vasopressors and/or mechanical ventilation are minor criteria for intensive care unit admission. He has two IDSA/ATS minor 
criteria and should be hospitalised and carefully monitored, but does not immediately require intensive care unit admission. 

2. Which of the following is not part of the minor criteria for intensive care unit admission in the IDSA/ATS 2007 pneumonia guide-

lines?

Confusion. White cell count. C-reactive protein. Platelet count.

3. Which of the following statements about the use of severity scores in international guidelines is not true?

The IDSA/ATS 2007 guidelines recommend using severity scores to determine empirical antibiotic choice. Severity scores are 
recommended in the IDSA/ATS and ERS guidelines to predict mortality and to guide site of care decisions. Severity scores are avail-
able to guide clinical decision making in both primary care and secondary care environments . Severity scores have been shown to 
improve patient outcome in previous intervention studies by reducing inappropriate hospital admissions.

4. Which of the following factors is associated with the highest risk of mortality in a patient with community-acquired pneumonia?

Temperature 39.1ºC. Serum glucose of 10.7 mmol·L-1. New-onset confusion. Platelet count 570×109 cells·mm-3.

5. Which of the following statements is not true about receiver operating characteristic curves?
It is a visual way of demonstrating the value of a predictive test. A test with no clinical value, like a coin toss, gives an area under 
the curve of 1.0. An area under the curve of >0.5 indicates a clinically useful test. The receiver operating characteristic curve 
plots sensitivity against negative predictive value.

To receive CME credits, read the CME article in this issue, indicate the correct responses to the educational questions 
and complete the requested information. This form is also available in electronic format at www.erj.ersjournals.com/
current.dtl. To return your application, you can either:

>  use this form and return it completed to ERS Publications Office, 442 Glossop Road, Sheffield, S10 2PX, UK; 
fax to +44-114-2665064; or e-mail to info@ersj.org.uk
> fill in the online form at www.erj.ersjournals.com/current.dtl

Certificates will be e-mailed to the address filled in below. Please allow 4 weeks for processing.
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