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Body: Aim: To evaluate effectiveness of DIASKINTEST (DST) in detecting TB in children. Materials and
methods: We studied 157 cases aged 3-17 to exclude local TB. All the cases had positive Mantoux results
with 2TU, underwent computed tomography (CT) and DST. Pulmonary TB was excluded in 99, confirmed in
58 cases. Results: Negative DST results were obtained in 63 out of 157 cases (40.1%), positive — in 94 out
of 157 cases (59.9%). Negative DST results were obtained in 56 out of 99 healthy children infected with M.
tuberculosis (56.6+5.0%). In TB cases it was 4 times less frequent —in 7 out of 58 cases (12.114.3%),
p<0.001. Positive DST results were established twice more frequently in TB cases (87.914.3%), 51 out of
58 cases, than in healthy infected children (43.4£5.0%), 43 out of 99 children, p<0.001. These infected
children with positive DST results were additionally studied; extrapulmonary TB was excluded. Out of 63
cases with negative DST results, 7 cases developed TB (11.1£4.0%). Out of 94 cases with positive DST
results, 51 cases developed TB (54.31£5.1%), which 4.9 times exceeded the similar rate in the cases with
negative DST, p<0.001. Conclusions: 1. The frequency of negative DST results in healthy children infected
with M. tuberculosis was 56.6% — specificity of the method. The frequency of positive DST results in TB
cases was 87.9% — sensitivity of the method. 2. Detection of positive DST results in healthy individuals
infected with M. tuberculosis requires further studies and dynamic follow-up. 3. Among cases with positive
DST results the frequency of TB was 4.9 higher than among cases with negative DST results. The obtained
data allow using DST along with other methods to diagnose TB in children.
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