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The Kiss is a resonating lyrical beacon for all art that consciously expresses the subconscious in contrast to art that is primarily sense-data driven. For Klimt “all art is erotic” and his Kiss embraces both the organismic union of male-female forms and the bold synthesis of artistic styles where two may be one in so many ways. Klimt's painting is so richly endowed with symbolic layering that nature is now being used rather than being obeyed or analysed. The perfect sensuality of a woman's face is wrapped in the protective adoration of her male lover's expressive hands. Both are oblivious to all around them. Highly stylised faces, hands and feet are painted to an extreme degree of beauty in figurative form whereas all remaining anatomy is draped in splendid fabric and the craftsmanship of the applied arts. The emotion of colour and the spirituality of composition complete the synthesis. The manrituality of composition complete the synthesis. The man's cloaked form is filled with erect squares and rectangles, while his lover's curvaceous lines are clothed in concentric circles and spirals. Arabesque lines, gold enriched ornament and art nouveau design maximally signify sexuality. The steadfast positioning of the couple on the edge of a flowering bed in the foreground is symbolically offset by the precipice-like fusion of earth and background next to them.
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