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Body: BACKGROUND: Tuberculosis (TB) in children is a daunting phenomenon to pediatricians because of
the absence of a gold standard in diagnosing TB in children. Thus, WHO released the National Tuberculosis
Control Program (NTP) guidelines as a standard method in diagnosing and treating TB in children.
OBJECTIVES: To determine and correlate the awareness and knowledge of pediatricians in Cebu City
regarding the existence and implementation of the NTP guidelines. METHODOLOGY: Validated
questionnaires were distributed. Results were tallied in each category and level of knowledge was
determined according to the scores with equivalent ratings. Knowledgeable pediatricians had excellent
ratings(15/15), those who were not knowledgeable rated very good(14/15), good(13/15), fair(12/15),
poor(11/15) and failed(<10). The correlation analysis had a p-value of <0.05. RESULTS: There were
92(61.3%) out of 150 pediatricians who responded. The 95% were aware of the NTP guidelines but only
4.5% are knowledgeable of its content. There was no significant correlation between pediatricians’
awareness and their knowledge of the guidelines with a p-value of 0.425817, which means that the high
level of awareness among pediatricians regarding NTP guidelines did not reflect their knowledge in treating
TB disease. They also had poor rate (10%) of reporting of TB cases to TB-DOTS center instead did self
evaluation and monitoring. CONCLUSION: The negative (r-value -0.08) correlation between the awareness
and level of knowledge in treating TB in children is an important concern. Failure to adhere to the guidelines
is a hindrance to decreasing TB in children.
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