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Body: Introduction Fibrinous pleuritis(FP) is a common thoracoscopic diagnosis and implies a benign
aetiology, however, the number of cases that subsequently result in malignancy is not fully known.
Objectives To evaluate what proportion of patients with FP following thoracoscopy develop malignancy.
Methods Retrospective analysis was conducted of all thoracoscopies performed for unexplained exudative
pleural effusions between 2005-2009. In cases with an initial histological diagnosis of FP, review of
radiology and histology for at least 24 months post thoracoscopy was undertaken. Results Of 177
thoracoscopies, 90(49%) were malignant and 87(51%) were non-malignant. FP was the diagnosis in
68(38%) of cases, with 55(81%) male and a mean age of 72.5 (+/-10.4) yrs. In 10 (15%) FP cases the
subsequent diagnosis confirmed malignancy, with 5 (7.5%) of mesothelioma. Four had further immediate
positive investigation (false negatives), six developed overt malignancy at a later stage. Of the 68 patients
35 (51%) had died, 27(39%) with no evidence of malignancy, with a mean survival of 502 days. Mean
survival of those with malignancy was 534 days p 0.75. Patients who died with a benign process were
significantly older; 74.7yrs vs. 70.5yrs p0.043 (+/-11.4) Conclusion The majority of FP cases follow a benign
course but need 2 years follow-up, as a proportion develop malignancy after a significant interval. Benign
exudative pleural effusion is a poor prognostic marker in the elderly despite the absence of subsequent
malignancy.
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