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Body: Alveolar proteinosis is a rare disease in children as the rare cause of severe respiratory failure. In
2002 report at least 410 cases were reported world-wide. The estimated annual incidence is 0.36 and the
prevalence 3.76 cases/million population. In neonates the mortality is 100% Lung transplantation improves
survival. In adults, PAP is mainly seen in males at the age of 40-55. In female children PAP is rare. PAP is
characterized by intra-alveolar accumulation of proteinaceous material. It is not associated with
inflammation and lung architecture is preserved. Case study: A 12 year girl was admitted with
breathlessness, cough, with two weeks duration. She was referred from a private hospital in Salem with
X-ray and CT features of? Alveolar Proteinosis. O/E patient restless,Sao2 83%, tachypneic and tachycardia
present. CT scan repeated showed features of alveolar proteinosis. After stabilizing her with o2,
bronchodilators and antibiotics she was taken up for whole lung lavage on the right side. Since the double
lumen catheter of 26 size could not permit insertion of bronchoscope, through 6.5 ET tube under general
anaesthesia Right lung was lavaged with about 1700 ml of normal saline. The child tolerated the procedure
well. She was kept in the ventilator for one day and extubated. The saturation went up to 90%. The left lung
was washed after one week. The saturation and clinical signs and symptoms improved. She is again
admitted on 22/12/2011 for the next lavage session. The treatment for alveolar proteinosis is whole lung
lavage in adults. We report the case in a young girl (rarely reported)treated with whole lung lavage using ET
tube (rarely tried).
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