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Body: Objective: to establish if management of acute asthma in the emergency rooms in Buenos Aires
follows the international guidelines Method: we conducted an anonymous survey to physicians from 48
public hospitals (25 from Buenos Aires and 23 from sub urban zone) during March/April 2011. Results: One
hundred sixty three medical doctors from emergency rooms were surveyed (Graduation year 1999±9),
forty-two (25%) were pediatricians. There was one respiratory hospital in each zone. 93% of the medical
doctors responded that they commonly treated patients with acute asthma. However, 48% did not have
guidelines or protocol in the emergency room, whereas 65% commented that they did not have access to
any poster, checklist or guide for acute asthma management. 91% of the doctors explained that they had a
pulse oxymeter in the emergency room but only 18% reported that they had a Peak expiratory Flow Meter.
More than 80%, informed that they used nebulised salbutamol in the first hour of treatment, 39% associated
to ipratropium and more than a third used systemic corticosteroids through intravenous route. More than
three quarters of the doctors gave a written plan to the patient but a short course of oral costiscosteroids
was prescribed only by 20% of the surveyed doctors. Conclusion: this survey showed that management of
acute asthma in Buenos Aires does not follow international recommendations and guidelines.
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